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HB 139 AND SB 86 OPPOSITION TALKING POINTS

LWV POSITION
The League supports full voting participation by all eligible American citizens and opposes
efforts to create new barriers that block citizen voter participation. We therefore oppose
documentary proof-of-citizenship requirements for voter registration.

TALKING POINTS

IT IS NOT A PARTISAN ISSUE Ð IT IS AN UNNECESSARY BURDEN, AND IS
NOT BEEN PROVEN A PROBLEM IN THIS STATE
ÒThe burden it imposes is greater than the justification for it, or the harm the state
suffersÉ. My biggest worry is whether people will go register to vote. It will become a
hassle and they will just say, 'Never mind.'Ó ÐRandy Evans, general counsel to the
Georgia Republican Party

Handel's office has never provided the elections board with any evidence that illegal
aliens voted in the past election after securing a fraudulent registration.

ÒWe have not had evidence presented to us of cases of illegal aliens or undocumented
persons attempting to vote,Ó he said. ÒIf she knows of it, she needs to bring it to our
attention immediately.Ó --David J. Worley, a Democratic member of the State Elections
Board and the former chairman of the state Democratic Party

Citing litigation surrounding the Arizona law, Bradley said that during the three-year
period after that law went into effect, the state rejected 32,500 registration forms lacking
proof of citizenship. But the state, he said, Òwas not able to identify anyone as a
noncitizen.Ó

REQUIRING DOCUMENTARY PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP VIOLATES
NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRATION ACT.
 According to the Executive Director of the U.S. Election Assistance Commission (EAC),
states may not require documentary proof of citizenship to be submitted with the federal
voter registration form.  Refusing to accept registration applications because the applicant
did not include documentary proof of citizenship would violate the National Voter
Registration Act (the "NVRA," or Motor Voter Act).

Òthe burden it imposes is greater than the justification for it, or the harm the state
suffersÉ. My biggest worry is whether people will go register to vote. It will become a
hassle and they will just say, 'Never mind.'Ó
CITIZENS ARE
CREATES A POLL -TAX
Requiring proof of citizenship requires providing specific documentation that often is cost
prohibitive to many citizens.
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Passport:
A current passport can cost between $85 and $145 (From the U.S. Department of State
http://travel.state.gov/passport/get/fees/fees_837.html ) depending on how quickly you need it.

Birth certificates
¥ Cost $10 in Georgia (and you need an I.D. to obtain a birth certificate) and can cost up to

$37 in Massachusetts (Department of Human Services, MA
http://www.mass.gov/?pageID=eohhs2terminal&L=4&L0=Home&L1=Consumer&L2=B
asic+Needs&L3=Vital+Records&sid=Eeohhs2&b=terminalcontent&f=dph_vital_records
_c_obtaining_copies&csid=Eeohhs2#registry )

Naturalization Papers:
¥ Naturalization papers can cost over $210 if they need to be replaced.

It is difficult and sometimes impossible for some citizens to get supporting documentation: for
instance, in certain parts of the country, elderly African Americans and many Native Americans
were born at home, under the care of midwives, and do not possess birth certificates. People of
color, people with disabilities, the elderly and low-income citizens are among the demographic
groups least likely to have documents to prove citizenship in their possession.

THOSE REGISTERING TO VOTE ARE ALREADY REQUIRED TO TAKE AN OATH

OF CITIZENSHIP
The extra requirement for providing documents is therefore unnecessary and only creates an
additional hurdle for voters.

BIRTH CERTIFICATES ARE THE EASIEST DOCUMENTS TO FORGE , AND

POSSIBLY THE LEAST CHECKED .

CHANGE OF RESIDENCE ISSUES
If either of these bills pass, the Òthe grandfathered inÓ voters still would have to show proof of
citizenship the first time one changes residence from one county to another.  We feel this is an
extraordinary inconvenience for the majority of the population, regardless of socio-economic
status.  This is an especially salient point considering Georgia has 159 counties, and 15 of them
comprise the metro Atlanta area.

IT IS A FELONY TO PHOTOCOPY OR FAX NATURALIZATION PAPERS
Thereby making it mandatory for naturalized citizens to have but one option of voting registration
location: to report to the county registrars office.

AS MANY AS 7% OF UNITED STATES CITIZENS Ð 13 MILLION INDIVIDUALS Ð
DO NOT HAVE READY ACCESS TO CITIZENSHIP DOCUMENTS.
Seven percent of the American citizens surveyed responded that they do not have ready

access to U.S. passports, naturalization papers, or birth certificates.
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Using 2000 census

calculations of the citizen voting-age population; this translates to more than 13 million
American adult citizens nationwide who cannot easily produce documentation proving

their citizenship.
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CITIZENS WITH COMPARATIVELY LOW INCOMES ARE LESS LIKELY TO
POSSESS DOCUMENTATION PROVING THEIR CITIZENSHIP.
Citizens earning less than $25,000 per year are more than twice as likely to lack ready

documentation of their citizenship as those earning more than $25,000.
4 
Indeed, the

survey indicates that at least 12 percent of voting-age American citizens earning less
than $25,000 per year do not have a readily available U.S. passport, naturalization

document, or birth certificate.
5

DOCUMENTATION PROVING CITIZENSHIP OFTEN DOES NOT REFLECT THE
CITIZENÕS CURRENT NAME.
Many of those who possess ready documentation of their citizenship do not have
documentation that reflects their current name. For example, survey results show that only
48% of voting-age women with ready access to their U.S. birth certificates have a birth

certificate with current legal name
6 
Ð and only 66% of voting-age women with ready access

to any proof of citizenship have a document with current legal name.
7 
Using 2000 census

citizen voting-age population data, this means that as many as 32 million voting-age women
may have available only proof of citizenship documents that do not reflect their current
name.

From the Brennan Center Publication: CITIZENS WITHOUT PROOF:
A SURVEY OF AMERICANSÕ POSSESSION OF DOCUMENTARY PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP AND PHOTO IDENTIFICATION

HTTP://WWW.BRENNANCENTER.ORG/PAGE/-/D/DOWNLOAD_FILE_39242.PDF

2 

Unless otherwise indicated, the margin of error for these survey results, to a 95% confidence level, is ±2%.
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We note that 135 respondents indicated that they had both a U.S. birth certificate and U.S. naturalization papers. This most likely
indicates confusion on the part of the respondents, who might not have understood what a Ònaturalization certificateÓ is. Because
these 135 individuals most likely do possess some documentary proof of citizenship, whether birth certificate or naturalization papers,
they have been included for purposes of these results with survey respondents who indicated that they do possess citizenship
documents. If these 135 respondents were excluded from the total sample, the remaining population would have revealed an even
larger portion (nine percent) without documentary proof of citizenship.
4 

The survey did not yield statistically significant results for differential rates of possession of citizenship documents by race, age, or
other identified demographic factors.
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The margin of error for this particular result, to a 95% confidence level, is ±5%.
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The margin of error for this particular result, to a 95% confidence level, is ±5%.
7 

The margin of error for this particular result, to a 95% confidence level, is ±4%.

About the League of Women Voters of Georgia
Founded in 1920, the League of Women Voters of Georgia is a nonpartisan political
organization that encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in
government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues and
influences public policy through education and advocacy. For more information, contact
the League by visiting www.lwvga.org or calling (678) 547-0755.


