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You are invited to Governor’s Final State of the State

League Legislative Day Governor Sonny Perdue, announced his legislative agenda and budget priorities to
a joint session of the General Assembly. They include, school infrastructure,
Tuesday, February 23, 2010 transportation and the stateds men
8:00ami 12:000m . . . .
On Friday, the Governor released his Amended Fiscal Year 2010 and Fiscal Year
Loudermilk Center 2011 budget s. Governor Perdueds r
40 Courtland Street Southeast $17.4 billion, a $1.2 billion reduction from the original FY 2010 budget, and the
Atlanta, GA 30303 2011 budget stands at $18.2 billion. With State revenues significantly reduced and
(404) 507-1690 no reserves to draw on the budget proposal will have impact throughout the state.

Invited Guests: Mental Health & Disaster Relief
HGove;noricMrDs.Peerlu? One area of that the Governor is r
Ouse Speaker an raiston mental health system to stabilize staffing levels in state hospitals and improved

3232:( ?); :{;Lin:(;;%‘]ggiz patient care. $20 million is called for in the AFY 2010 budget and an additional
$50 million in FY 2011.

Continental Breakfast Served
Parking Available In the Governords State ofiWehea8hna

RSVP 404-522-4598 or from our duty to protect those v_vho cannot prot.ec.t thf_emsglves.o Ad_dltlonally, t_he
escott@wvga.orc amended FY 2010 budget also includes $27 million in disaster assistance funding
for storm and flood damage in south Georgia and metro Atlanta.

NEW HOUSE LEADERSHIP IN 2010 Education _ . . .
The FY 2011 budget includes just over $900 million in bond projects, including

The 2010 Georgia Legislative $168 million in infrastructure funding for K-12 schools,$ 121 mi | | i o
universities and another $44 million at technical schools, for a total of $333 million

Session opened with significant : _
in education.

changes in house leadership.

Representative David Ralston . . .
became Georgiads The Governor also laid out his plan to restructure teacher compensation over the

Speaker with a vote of 116 - 58. next 3 years. The proposed changes involve tying teacher pay to student
Representative Ralston resides in performance.
Blue Ridge and represents District 7.

N | A

Lz
N ' Know the Issues. Join the Conversation. Make a Difference.

46" House District Representative

Jan Jones of Milton was elected

Speaker Pro Tem, the first women to

hold this office in Georgia legislative Eis ) Join Us

history. Jones now stand as the most
: : 100 Edgewood Ave. N.E., Suite 1275
powerful woman in the Georgia State Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Legislature. 404.522.4598



http://www.lwvga.org/
escott@lwvga.org
http://www.lwvga.org/global/join.php
http://www.lwvga.org/global/donate.php
http://twitter.com/LWV
http://lwvga.wordpress.com/
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STATE OF THE STATE CONT@®.

Transportation
The Governor is also recommending $300 million in transportation
projects in the bond package. A one-penny sales tax for
transpiration projects is also recommended in his budget but would
be pushed to 2012. The vote would be statewide, but voters would
be divided into 12 regions. Regions that approve the vote would get
the sales tax revenue generated in that district. Regions t h a't
90 for 90 approve it will not participate in that line item revenue. In addition
to the $300 million, the Governor also recommended $68 million
DONOT FORGET TENOURGHNA for the deepening of the Savannah River harbor. The joint federal-

IN HONOR OF OUR 90™ ANNIVERSARY! state project will deepen the shipping channel from 42 feet to 48
CLICK THE LOGO TO SUPPORT TODAY! feet allowing the worldbés bi

2010 LEGISLATION
ELECTIONS
HR 563i Rep.StephendDist. 164
CA to have Governor serve one six (6) year term. The Lt. Governor would continue to be elected for four (4) years. The other six
constitutions officers are not addressed. The GA Constitution states they shall be elected in the same manner and at the same time
as the Governor.

ETHICS

HB 9201 Rep.Willard Dist. 49

Limits gifts to public officials to $100, the same as the limit for elected officials. Limits transfer of funds from one candidate to
another to $10,000 per election cycle. Increases maximum contributions to General Assembly candidates or any candidate for public
office to $2400 for a primary or general election, and $1200 for a primary run-off or a general run-off. Does not apply to candidates
for state wide offices. Those appointed by the governor for a full time salaried position shall now be required to wait one year before
becoming a lobbyist.

TRANSPORTATION

SB 120 Rep.Stoner Dist6

MARTA Flexibility in Finances. This legislation would remove the requirement that no more than 50% of the proceeds of the
Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transit Authority (MARTA) sales tax be used for operations.

GUNS

SB291-Sen. Shafer Dist. 48

Revises the concealed weapons law to permit carrying a firearm in a vehicle while dropping off or picking up passengers at airports;
removes the fingerprint requirement from license renewals, and forbids any state authority to confiscate any weapons for any reason
including a state of emergency.

=
HB- House BillHR House ResolutiorEB Senate BillSR Senate ResolutiofCAConstitutional Amendment

QUICK LINKS: (click to access)
Find Your Elected Officials wVisitthe Georgia General Assembly Website

How To Impact Your Legislators uHow Does a Bill Becomaw?

The League of Women Voters of Georgia, a honpartisan political organization, encourages
the informed and active participation of citizens in government, works to increase
understanding of major policy issues and influences public policy.



http://sos.georgia.gov/cgi-bin/OfficialDirectoryIndex.asp
http://www.legis.state.ga.us/
http://www.lwvga.org/resources/documents/ImpactyourLegislator.pdf
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/senate/publications/habbal.pdf
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hr563.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/hb920.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb120.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/sum/sb291.htm
http://www.lwvga.org/90for90campaign_000.pdf.p
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LEGISLATION TO WATCH

EDUCATION

HB937i Rep. OO6 Neal Di st
This Bill repeals the nepotism clause for
candidates for local board of education as of
1/1/2010. This restriction was put into law in
2009 and has caused issues in communities
throughout the state but especially small rural
communities.

HR1109andHR111 i Rep Sims, Dist. 169
Constitutional Amendment (CA) to impose a
state sales tax on the sale of lottery tickets.
Local sales taxes would continue to be
exempted. The state shall put the proceeds into
a fund for k-12 educational programs.

GOVERNMENT

SB 3121 Sen. Harbisori Dist. 31

Peace Officers charged with a death shall be
subject to cross examination when appearing
before a grand jury.

SB 313 Sen. Harbisori Dist. 31

All witnesses including law enforcement
officers shall be sworn when testifying before a
grand jury. Unsworn testimony is to be
disallowed for any purpose.

SB 314 Sen. Heatli Dist. 31

Unsolicited newspapers, handbills, or other
printed materials must be picked up by those
who distribute such items within four (4) days.
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APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEES WEEK TWO

BYSALLYHTZGERALLWVAF

The General Assembly was in recess this week. The joint Appropriations
Committees heard the amended FY 10 budget and FY11 budget
recommendations of the governor. They were not pretty. In fact, they are

pretty grim.

The governor has withheld $900 million from state agencies since late July,
but it has to be ratified by the legislature. Since that time, revenue has
continued to drop, with a year to date collections through December of -
13% compared to last year. So the FY10A budget needs to find about $1.4
billion, or $500 million more cuts. There is a slight estimate of increased
revenues for FY11, about 4%, but the one time funds such as the federal
ARRA dollars and the reserves which have been used to keep from cutting
even more will be gone, so the cuts are continuing into the FY11 budget for
almost every agency.

Results: Fewer classes will be offered at colleges and universities, fewer
patients will be seen under Medicaid, fewer services will be available at
Labor, higher fees will be asked of services that are offered, prisons are
closing, schools have overcrowded classrooms and out of date texts, foster
children are not monitored.

There seems to be no inclination to attempt some sort of balanced approach
to this budget situation, excepting applying a 1.6% tax on hospitals and
HMOs which do not serve Medicaid patients. Thirty five other states have
both cut and raised taxes and/or fees during this down economy. Georgia’s
refusal to even consider some temporary revenue measures is making this
even harder on those who rely on governmental services, including state
employees.

THE GEORGIA GENERAL ASSEMBLY WILL BE BACK IN SESSION MONDAY, JANUARY 25"
FOR DAYS 5 -8
WATCH LIVE BROADCAST FROM GA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

The League of Women Voters of Georgia, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages
the informed and active participation of citizens in government, works to increase

understanding of major policy issues and

influences public policy.
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